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correctly in the Persian character as adopted or adapted in
Hindustani, and this feature, added to the literary exactness
aimed at throughout his work, makes it useful in the highest
degree, not alone as a work of reference, but as an
educational means.
~W. HOEY.
CATALOGUE OF THE COINS IN THE INDIAN MUSEUM, CALCUTTA.
By VINCENT A. SMITH. Vol. i. (Oxford, 1906.)
Ten years ago, in a notice in the Journal of the Catalogue
of Coins of the Indian Museum, then lately published,
compiled by Mr. C. J. Rodgers, reference was made to
the difficulties and restrictions under which Mr. Rodgers
had worked, resulting in an unsatisfactory catalogue of
a large and important collection. Being without historical
notes, comments, or bibliographical references, and but poorly
illustrated, it was little more than a descriptive list of the
coins.
It is well, therefore, that the Trustees of the Museum
have now resolved that a full scientific catalogue shall be
prepared, and in it shall be included the cabinet of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal, a collection which has hitherto
not been catalogued. They have been fortunate in getting
as the author of the first volume such a competent one as is
Mr. V. A. Smith to treat of the series of Indian Numismatics
comprised in it, that is, of coins other than the Musalman
Series.
It is a handsome volume, well printed, well arranged, and
fully illustrated by thirty plates of photographic reproductions
of coins.
The work is divided into three parts: (1) the Early
Foreign Dynasties and the Guptas ; (2) Ancient Coins of
Indian types; (3) Persian, Mediaeval, Southern Indian, and
Miscellaneous Coins. The parts are divided into sections,
each of which begins with an Introduction containing an
historical and bibliographical summary of the dynasty or
series treated of in it, followed by a description of the coins
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in the cabinets, references being given in many cases to
other publications in which the coin is described or figured.
We have thus for the first time in one book an account of
all the Indian ancient and mediaeval non-Musalman coinage,
which may serve as a handbook and save much time and
trouble to the student by enabling him to easily find the
class to which any specimen he has belongs, and where
he may find a fuller account of that class instead of having
to begin by looking through perhaps several books or articles
for what he requires, and also to see in due order the
morphology from the Greek and from the Indian types.
In the section on Bactrian and Indo-Greek coins an
Alphabetical List of the Kings similar to that in the author's
Early History of India is given in the Introduction. The
collection contains some fine and rare specimens, but, as the
author says, " the deficiencies in the cabinets are deplorably
great," and, judging by the illustrations, some of the
specimens are not in a fine condition. For the historical
relations of the kings and satraps of Indo-Parthian Dynasties
a tabular statement is given summarizing the author's views
as set forth in his article on those dynasties in the Zeitschrift
der Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft for 1906. The collection
is fairly representative, but some specimens are but poor.
An attempt is made with some success to distinguish the
coins of Azes I from those of Azes II, and some interesting
coins are described, and some variations of former readings
and attributions made.
In the Introduction to Section iii, on Kushan coins,
Mr. Smith says : " So far, I believe, all scholars at present
are agreed that my approximate chronology may be accepted,
and that I am not far wrong in placing the accession of
Kadphises I about 45 A.D., and that of his successor,
Kadphises II, about 85 A.D." ; and, after referring to
Dr. Fleet's contention that Kanishka established theVikrama
Era dating from 58 B.C., holds that " the balance of evidence
favours the hypothesis that Kanishka came to the throne
about 120 or 125 A.D.," and that the following chronology is
approximately correct:—
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Kadphises I
Kadphises I I
Kanishka
Huvishka
Vasudeva
ace. about 45 or 50 A.D.
. . „ 85
. . „ 120
. . „ 150
.. 180
These dates correspond within a little with those given
•by E. Thomas and by Cunningham, but a perusal of what
Dr. Fleet has written in the Journal in 1906 does show
•that there is a good deal to be said for reviving the original
view that Kanishka rose to power in B.C. 58, and founded
what is called the Vikrama Era, and though he does not
claim to have adduced actual proofs, it is very possible that
some chance discovery may make necessary a considerable
variation in the dates, if not in the order of the list, of these
kings. The collections are wanting in many varieties of
Kushan coins.
On Gupta coins, treated of in Section iv, Mr. Smith is
a well-known authority. He gives an excellent summary
of history and coinage, and has a fine collection to describe.
The series of Western satraps is but a small collection.
In Section v there is a good introduction to the Punch
Marked coins, and in the following section on Local Coins
of Northern India an equally good summary of the work of
Sir A. Cunningham in the series of Ajodhya, Avanti or
Ujjain, Kosam, and Taxila.
The following sections (vii to x), treating of the difficult
and curious Tribal Coins, the Northern Pafichala and Kosala
Kings, the Rajas of Mathura and Vlrasena, and Miscellaneous
Coins of Northern India, are all interesting and full of
useful information. Section xi, on the Andhra Dynasty,
describes a small collection and closes Part II.
In Part I I I are good and useful sections on Indo-Sassanian,
Mediaeval Dynasties of Central and Northern India, Hindu
Kashmir, Kangra, Nepal, and Assam Coinages, and on
page 313 is described for the first time a coin of the Western
-Chalukya of Kalyani king Jagadekamalla.
At the end of each part is an Index of the Kings, Rulers,
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and Countries mentioned in the part, and in addition there
is a full General Index for the whole volume. It would
have been of great help to students if the author had
added a plate or two giving the forms of the letters of the
alphabets, especially the compound letters, as they appear
upon the coins. One may know the ordinary form of the
Devanagari character pretty well and yet find much
difficulty in making out the lettering on, say, a Gupta or
Ksatrap coin.
The book is so well edited that it is surprising to find,
on page 297, " Chhota Udaipur is, I» believe, part of
Tipperah." It is hardly necessary to remind Mr. Vincent
Smith that it is a small state in Gujarat lying between
Baroda and Indore.
In conclusion, one may express a hope, as was done in
1897 in noticing Mr. Rodgers' catalogue, that now the
•deficiencies in the cabinets are so well shown, opportunities
be taken, as they present themselves, to acquire by gift,
exchange, or purchase, such coins as are required to make
the Indian Museum Collection what it ought to be—the
best and a fully representative one of the coinage of India.
There are such opportunities in India, and there is now
a Government numismatist to whom a fairly free hand
might be given in this respect. It may be assumed that
the Trustees of the Museum, in ordering the preparation
of this fine catalogue, show the value they attach to this
part of their trust.
O. C.
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